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Hello Nick, 

I wanted to respond to your request for an assessment to the sugar maple growing along the embankment in 
your backyard.  My initial concern with the tree in 2019 was the tree was beginning to show significant signs of 
stress and decline.  The foliage was sparse, there was a significant amount of dead branches and the leaves were 
turning fall colors very early.  I also observed roots at the base of the tree to be girdling the trunk.  We used our 
air compressor and an air spade wand to work on removing some of the soil to expose the compromised 
roots.  What we discovered was the root structure to be very tangled and it appeared to have major roots 
girdling the lower trunk.  There were too many girdling roots to be removed.  We did a major prune to the tree 
to remove the large dead limbs, but it appears more of the tree has declined.  I had recommended the tree to be 
removed because it appears to be in an irreversible decline.  The tree is at "risk" of failing and there are clear 
targets close to the tree. 

Please let me know if you have any questions regarding this email. 

Thank you, 

 

Chris Kemp. 

Chris Kemp 
Plant Healthcare Manager 
ISA Certified Arborist 
(603) 396-0760 
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