
 

 

LIBRARY	ADVISORY	COMMITTEE	
February	24,	2022	

4PM	
REMOTE	ONLY	

AGENDA	

 
   

1. Vote on Chair 

2. Review and approve minutes from January 20, 2022 meeting 

3. Discuss Rice Library Mission and Vision statements 

4. Review Freedom to Read policy and forms 
 

5. Next Steps 
a. Action Items 
b. Next Meeting 

	

Materials:	
 Draft Minutes – January 20, 2022 
 Example Mission and Vision statements  
 Example Freedom to Read policy and forms  

 

The public may view the meeting via Zoom by registering at:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_X16CzRIOTpyCM2Zfc1gklQ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

LIBRARY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 

January 20, 2022 
4PM 

DRAFT 

 
   

Present: Stephanie Robock-Wexler, Judy Spiller, Rachel Dennis, Tom Newbold, Cici Nielson, 
Lindsay Burrowbridge, Lee Perkins, Kendra Amaral 

1. Committee introductions and structure 
• Com wants to be moderately informal and foster open discussion.   
• discussed establishing bylaws and continuing to have an agenda and materials in advance of 

the meeting.   
• Susan Goodman was unable to attend but agreed to be considered for Chair.   

 
2. Reviewed duties and priorities  

• Library policies, especially Freedom to Read policy.  Forms already exist. Members agreed to 
assist Lee with draft. 

• Review and revision/affirmation of vision and mission statement.  Committee members to 
share examples for next meeting. 

• Developing a five-year strategic plan. Funding is in place to hire a consultant to assist the 
Town with this effort.  Committee wants to ensure external data such as surveys and info 
from non-patrons/targeted groups as part of development of the strategic plan. 

 
3. Next Steps 

• Stick with last Thu of month at 4PM; may need to pause on meetings in March and April 
as staff focus on moving into and reopening expanded Rice Lib bldg. 

• Vote to make Susan Chair of the Com. 
• Com members assist Lee with turning ALA Freedom to Read statement into policy-type 

language. 
• Com members research vision and mission statements from other libraries.  Send 

examples to Kendra no later than the week before the next meeting to be included in the 
meeting packet.  

 
 
 
 
 

 



Mission/Vision Statements 
 

Rice Public Library 

Mission: 

• Promote literacy and lifelong learning in a welcoming environment 
• Ensure access to local, national, and global resources for all individuals 
• Offer a collection that reflects the varying interests of our community through 

a variety of print, electronic, digital, and emerging media 
• Address the educational and cultural interests of the community 
• Collect, preserve, and disseminates Kittery and regional historical information  

***************************************************** 

 

York Public Library – York, Maine 

Our Mission: 

York Public Library is guided by the past and focused on the future. Our mission is 
to provide free and equitable access in our commitment to connecting people, 
advancing learning, and promoting creativity.  

Our Vision: 

We embrace the rich heritage and vibrant future of our community. We aspire to 
be the best possible library for York through innovation and collaboration with 
local organizations to: 

• Provide a forum for people and ideas to connect 
• Serve our diverse population through outreach and inspired programming 
• Promote democracy by ensuring freedom of access to information.  

 Enriching Lives. Inspiring Minds. Creating Community. 

***************************************************** 



 

Kennebunk Free Library - Kennebunk, Maine 

Mission:  
To inspire and enable our communities to discover, learn, and connect. 

Vision:  
Kennebunk Free Library will be central to our communities, responsive to them, 
and deeply valued by them. 

Adopted by the Board of Trustees, 2018 

***************************************************** 

 

Scarborough Public Library – Scarborough, Maine 

Mission: 

The mission of the Scarborough Public Library is to provide access to a broad and 
deep collection and high quality services that promote lifelong learning in a 
welcoming, community-centered facility. 

Vision: 

The Scarborough Public Library will be an innovative leader in implementing a 
variety of strategies to bring knowledge and promote learning opportunities for 
people of all ages. 

Values: 

The Scarborough Public Library will: 

• Be a vibrant spirited library that demands outstanding performance in all 
areas. 

• Assist a broad population to access knowledge and information through 
diverse formats for both formal and independent education. 



• Maintain a professional and highly skilled staff to assist with access to 
information and services. 
• Use resources judiciously to provide a stimulating and welcoming 

atmosphere, and a variety of programs and spaces that serve as an anchor 
for the community. 

• Serve as a proactive and courageous leader in the library community – 
keeping abreast of the latest technology while honoring and maintaining 
tradition. 

• Engage and respectfully consult with community members to ensure that a 
broad population has a positive experience.  

Adopted 10/2015 

***************************************************** 

 

Falmouth Memorial Library – Falmouth, Maine 

Mission Statement: 

The Falmouth Memorial Library enhances the quality of life of our community by 
inspiring lifelong learning, providing free and open access to information, and 
fostering community connections. 

Vision Statement: 

The Falmouth Memorial Library serves the community as a center for intellectual 
inquiry and discovery by providing relevant resources, services, programs, and 
cultural and social experiences that celebrate ideas, promote creativity, connect 
people, and enrich lives. 

Guiding Principles: 

• Promote literacy and a love of learning – We recognize literacy’s vital 
importance to expanding horizons, and we strive to support each person’s 
journey as a lifelong learner. 

• Welcome and embrace the entire community – We strive to ensure that all 
people feel welcomed, safe, and supported in the Library.  



• Adapt and innovate – We invest in our staff, technology, resources, and 
infrastructure to provide quality service and remain relevant to the 
community’s evolving needs and interests. 

• Form strong community partnerships – We extend our reach and impact in 
the community through collaboration with individuals and organizations 
who value our mission. 

***************************************************** 

Merrill Memorial Library - Yarmouth, Maine 

Mission Statement: 

The Merrill Memorial Library is a public library that makes available to all 
members of the community a broad range of materials, services and information. 

The mission of the library is to provide our patrons with educational, recreational 
and cultural enrichment and opportunities for independent learning and for 
personal and professional growth. 

The library trustees and staff will support this mission by providing an 
environment that is welcoming, stimulating, respectful and supportive. 

***************************************************** 

Portsmouth Public Library - Portsmouth, NH 

Mission Statement: 
 
To engage, educate, empower, and enrich our community through creative and 
dedicated service to all. 
 
Vision Statement: 
 
The Portsmouth Public Library is the thriving heart of our community, supporting 
a resilient, inclusive city whose citizens are free to pursue growth and knowledge. 
 
 
 



Core Values: 
 
• Building community 
• Curiosity and innovation 
• Diversity, equity, and inclusion 
• Excellent customer service 
• Intellectual freedom 
• Literacy and learning in all forms 
• Mutual respect 
• Preservation of Portsmouth history 
• Privacy and confidentiality 
• Sustainability 

We also endorse the American Library Association’s Library Bill of Rights and its 
interpretations and the American Library Association’s Equity of Access principles. 

 Adopted by the Board of Library Trustees on November 17, 2021 

***************************************************** 

The mission of the Rice Public Library is to: 

•          Promote literacy and lifelong learning in a welcoming environment 

•         Ensure free, open, and equitable access to local, national, and global 
resources for all individuals 

•         Offer a collection that reflects the varying interests of our community through 
a variety of print, electronic, digital, and emerging media 

•         Address the educational and cultural interests of the community 

•         Collect, preserve, and disseminates Kittery and regional historical 
information  

•         Preserve the principles of intellectual freedom by providing uncensored 
access to knowledge   

Possible language to include:  

the unrestricted right to read 

freedom to read, which includes free and open access to a range of divergent materials 

  

https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/librarybill
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/librarybill
https://www.ala.org/aboutala/missionhistory/keyactionareas/equityaction/equitybrochure


Sturbridge, MA Public Library 

As a cornerstone of the community we provide free and open access to constantly evolving 
resources, programs, and technology to enrich lives through education, recreation, and 
connections. 

  

The Rockport Public Library is a vital resource for ideas, information, and recreation for all 
members of the community.  It provides universal access to knowledge and lifelong learning 
through print, online resources, programs, and services.  The library will be responsive to the 
needs of its community, advocate and support the use of appropriate technology, build an 
excellent collection, commit itself to the highest ideals of library service and the principles of 
intellectual freedom, and provide a welcoming meeting place for the community. 

  

  

York Public Library is guided by the past and focused on the future. Our mission is to provide 
free and equitable access in our commitment to connecting people, advancing learning, and 
promoting creativity.  

Our Vision 

We embrace the rich heritage and vibrant future of our community. We aspire to be the best 
possible library for York through innovation and collaboration with local organizations to 

• Provide a forum for people and ideas to connect 

• Serve our diverse population through outreach and inspired programming 

• Promote democracy by ensuring freedom of access to information.  

  

Harvard, MA, Public Library 

Library Values: 

• Responsiveness to our community and patrons 

• Free and open access to a wide range of resources 

• Protection of intellectual freedom 

• Partnership with schools and community organizations 

• Integration of new and traditional services 

• Preservation of historical resources 



The mission of the Lenox Library is to connect our community to resources and programs that 
encourage lifelong learning and celebrate our collective history and culture. 

The Lenox Library strives to enhance the quality of life in our community by: 

• Offering a wide array of engaging, high-quality programs for all ages 

• Maintaining collections and resources that support life-long learning in the community 

• Improving access to and promotion of the Local History Collection 

• Providing a welcoming and comfortable community space where individuals can connect 
with one another and to the resources they need and enjoy 

•   

The Manchester City Library shall strive to provide quality services and materials to meet the 
cultural, educational and informational needs of our diverse and changing community. 
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