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Fort Foster Entry - 2021

Hello,

I've been meaning to send along an email since the summer but here we are, almost at the end of the year!

I just wanted to let you know how well I think the entry process worked this year.  We've had a season pass for the past 4 years and
in the past, if you had this pass, you still had to wait in a long line of cars who were buying day passes and it took a really long
time to get in.  With everyone being required to either have a season pass or buy their pass ahead of time online this summer, it
sped up the process and was so awesome!  

I understand if you choose to go back to the "old ways" next year, but if there was a way to let holders of the season pass through
in a separate entrance, it would be so great.  I know that means we'd essentially have to go in on the exit side, but at least there
aren't many people leaving in the morning when we're all trying to get in?!  

Just wanted to share my two cents haha - thank you!

Kate Hartwig 

Kate Hartwig <kate.supry@gmail.com>
Thu 11/19/2020 9:22 AM
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Fort Foster Improvements during Covid nice work.

Thank you for hearing my comments related to Fort Foster during the pandemic.  

Walking in Fort Foster has become a pleasure.  I thank the many dog owners who now leash their dogs and pick
up their waste and retain it with them during their walks.  These two changes allow for more people to use the
park without issues, and cost the town nothing.

During this time of change I have noticed the following:

More diversity in walkers 

People with walking aids- canes, walking sticks, and even wheelchairs.  This is an important aspect of
parks in general; a welcoming safe atmosphere for those unsteady and impaired.
Parents with very young children biking long distances from their parents.  This is an important aspect of
parks as well- space for parents to build independence skills in a safe environment.
Walkers without pets are, at more frequent times, the majority.  This is the first time in my time using this
park I have noted this change.  

No waste bags left along the roads the past 5 times I have entered the park.  This may be for two things; 1.  The
effects of the ACO and change in the Animal Code or 2. Those who only look for places where they can walk
with their dogs off leash are loudly reporting on social media that they turn around, and will not return, until
they can walk with dogs off leash.  Perhaps there is a correlation there as well.

These changes have made the park a more pleasurable place to be for a wider variety of users.  The stress of
unwanted dog contact for those who are unsteady, young, or otherwise fearful is lifted when dog owners leash
their dogs and make the park more welcoming to a variety of users.  These changes do not constitute a 'dog
ban’, but do provide an environment where respect for other users is the norm.  This includes those who
regularly walk their dogs on leash and do not want approaching off leash dogs for their own pet.

I noted that a meeting was held with members of the Town of Kittery Staff, and the abutters to the park during
the last week of October, I also note no representative of the Parks Commission was present, and no meeting
notes have been provided in the text of the Town Council packet.  It would be appropriate to summarize the
meeting for the public.  I do believe the abutters to the Park should have relief.

I highlight that the Parks Commission made recommendations late last year or early this year that included
limiting parking at the gate and highlighting Town of Kittery and Fort Foster Stickers for the privilege to park in
the majority of limited spaces.  In addition to set up Iron Rangers to collect off season donations and/or
providing limited parking, envelope paid parking for those without stickers.  All these recommendations were
made by the Parks Commission after careful consideration of the loss of revenue and over reliance on Town of

Shaye Robbins <shayemr@gwi.net>
Fri 11/20/2020 9:47 AM
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Kittery Tax payers, and the small number of Fort Foster sticker purchasers.    Why not ask users to pay for the
park prior to entering and do so year round?  I encourage the Town Council to ask the Town Manger/Parks
Manger to continue investigating this area.

The improvements made to the temporary no parking signs is very nice.  

Thank you for hearing my comments,

Shaye Robbins
Kittery Point


