CENTURIES-LONG HISTORY & MANY EXTANT HISTORIC RESOURCES

Kittery Comprehensive Plan: Inventory and Assessment of Existing Conditions

Humans have inhabited the Kittery area for centuries, beginning with Native peoples, the Abenakis, who sought
shellfish along the coast, and Europeans who came in the early 1600s, establishing the Town of Kittery in 1647 making
it the oldest incorporated town in the State of Maine. Many of Kittery’s natural features and circulation routes retain
Abenaki or early European settlers’ names.

Three major activities have dominated Kittery’s economy over its 300+-year history and shaped its landscape --
military fortifications, fishing, shipbuilding and tourism. Forts have stood in Kittery near the mouth of the Piscataqua
River since the early 1700s, established first to protect from British invasion, and later domestic and foreign wars.
Shipbuilding came to dominate the Kittery economy beginning in the mid-1600s, and continues today in the form of
submarine repair and retrofitting at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, established in 1800. Beginning in the mid-1800s,
Kittery became a tourist destination, with several large hotels built along the coast and one at Appledore Island in the
Isles of Shoals. In the late-20™ century Kittery became a regional shopping destination, with the addition of the
Kittery Outlets along Route 1.

The Lady Pepperrell House, built in 1760, is a National
Historic Landmark and one of the most treasured historic
properties in the Town of Kittery.

e  Kittery retains many historic buildings and landscapes, some dating to the earliest European settlement. The town
has listed three districts (First Congregational Church, Isles of Shoals and Portsmouth Naval Shipyard) on the National
Register of Historic Places, as well as thirteen individual properties and one monument.

¢ One of the individually-listed properties - the Lady Pepperrell House -- also has been designated a National Historic
Landmark, one of 44 statewide and one of 5 in York County.

¢ Two local repositories contain a majority of artifacts documenting Kittery’s history, the Kittery Historical and Naval
Museum and the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Museum. The former (a private organization) is open seasonally, and
the latter (operated by the U. S. Government) is accessible by pre-arranged tour only. Additional historical materials
(primarily documents) are held by the Town Clerk and in the Maine Room of the Rice Public Library.

e Much of Kittery’s history lies within historic landscapes scattered throughout the town, including the two forts,
Wood Island Life Saving Station, Celia Thaxter’s Garden (Isles of Shoals), remains of train and trolley systems, and
over 130 cemeteries and burying grounds.

SUPPORT FOR LOCAL ARTS AND CULTURAL ACTIVITIES
e Kittery is home to many working artists and several public and private organizations provide venues for showcasing

artists’ work.

e The Kittery Community Center, a facility owned and operated by the town, contains the 171-seat STAR Theatre as well
as the Morgen Gallery, an exhibit space located in the heart of the center.

e The former Wentworth Dennett Elementary School, located on Government Street, has been successfully renovated
to provide artists’ studio spaces.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

Kittery’s historic and cultural resources
possess local, regional and national
significance, and therefore merit protection.

The town lacks an historical commission or
other entity to serve as a steward for
historic resources and help ensure their
protection.

The town lacks a comprehensive inventory
of historic resources and a strategy to
preserve and protect them.

The existing Shoreline Overlay Zone has
provided a mechanism for protecting the
town’s coastline from the impact of new
development. Similar approaches to
historic resource protection are needed in
other parts of town.

The energized local arts community
contributes significantly to the quality of life
in Kittery.
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Images of Kittery provide highlights of its past:

e A map depicting Kittery in the 17" century (far left)
illustrates the early settlement’s close association with the
Piscataqua River

e The Isles of Shoals (center top), an early fishing center,
later became home to a large hotel

e The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard (center middle),
established in 1800, continues as a major industry today
e The Champernowne Hotel (far right), built in 1890, was
one of several late 19" and early 20" century resorts
dotting Kittery’s coastline

e Government Street, ca. 1900 (bottom), served
pedestrians, horse-drawn vehicles, and trolleys
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