APPROVED MINUTES
[bookmark: _GoBack]KITTERY TOWN COUNCIL
September 9, 2013					                       	   COUNCIL CHAMBERS
1.	Call to Order
Chairperson Dow called the meeting to order at 6:15 P.M.
2.	Introductory
	Chairperson Dow read the introductory.
3.	Pledge of Allegiance 
Chairperson Dow led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.
4.	Roll Call
	Answering the roll were Chairperson George Dow, Councilors Frank Dennett, Jeffrey Thomson, Jeffrey Pelletier and Jeffrey Brake.
5.	Agenda Amendment and Adoption – 
	The agenda was accepted as presented.
6.	Executive Session –
	The Kittery Town Council will hold an Executive Session with the Acting Town Manager and the HR Director, in accordance with MRS 1, 405(6)(A)(1) to discuss a personnel matter.
	COUNCILOR THOMSON MOVED TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR PELLETIER.
	A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN WITH ALL IN FAVOR.  MOTION PASSES 5/0.  EXECUTIVE SESSION OPENED AT 6:18 P.M.
	CHAIRPERSON DOW MOVED TO COME OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR THOMSON.
	A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN WITH ALL IN FAVOR.  MOTION PASSES 5/0.  EXECUTIVE SESSION CLOSED AT 7:04 P.M.	.
7.	Acceptance of Previous Minutes – 8/22/13 and 8/26/13
	The minutes of 8/22/13 were accepted as presented.  The minutes of 8/26/13 were accepted as amended.
8.	Interviews for the Board of Appeals – None
9.	All items involving the town attorney, town engineers, town employees or other town consultants or requested officials – None
10. 	PUBLIC HEARINGS -  
	a.  (090113-1)  The Kittery Town Council moves to hold a public hearing to discuss and approve a citizen ballot item for the November 5th election on an Open Space Acquisition Bond in the amount of one million dollars (or other amount to be determined) and authorize the Town Council to acquire open space recreational, conservation or other publicly beneficial land and/or easements.
	Chairperson Dow indicated that this item was on the agenda at the request of Councilor Thomson and that it was advertised in the Portsmouth Herald on August 30th.  Chairperson Dow then opened the public hearing.
	Susanne Johnson came to the podium and stated that she thought they needed to ban hunting from open spaces and that they needed to protect and preserve the town’s animals.  She continued there was no reason to allow hunting and the local land masses did not only belong to human beings.
	Douglas Gendron came to the podium and stated that he objected to the bond.  He continued he thought it was basically giving Council a blank check and that the town was not fiscally responsible enough for this.
	Christine Bennett, Executive Director of the Kittery Land Trust, came to the podium and indicated that the KLT was trying to find out more about this plan and would like to obtain additional information as they were thinking about going back to the taxpayers for an additional bond in June.
	Judy Hollister came to the podium and asked if there was a precedent for having a carte blanche to buy without specific taxpayer opinion and thought the taxpayers needed more information.
	Barry Fitzpatrick came to the podium and noted that the Town had asked to buy property from his mother which was adjacent to the KCC.  He continued that the property was not for sale and that there were other open spaces in town that had not been maintained.
	Earldeen Wells came to the podium and indicated that she thought this was too loose and was concerned.  She asked how the property would be selected and that she thought that the properties should be voted on by the taxpayers prior to being acquired.
	Jeff Clifford came to the podium and stated that he supported the bond.  He continued he was a member of the CIP Committee and they had wrestled with this issue because they could only put small amounts away for acquiring land.  Mr. Clifford stated as they might see a spike in real estate prices, they should act on this in a timely manner.
	Bob Harris came to the podium and indicated that he did not think the town should spend money on this as they were already in enough debt.
	D. Allen Kerr came to the podium and noted he thought this was an opportunity for the town to invest in its future.  He continued the town had a lot of momentum over the past few years to make Kittery a better place and they should keep going with that.  
	Melissa Paly came to the podium and stated that it was hard to put a value on open spaces.  She continued that Ft. Foster could have been developed at one point and that they should be open to putting money towards a property that could be greatly appreciated in years to come.
	Chairperson Dow then closed the public hearing.  
	COUNCILOR THOMSON MOVED THAT THE FOLLOWING QUESTION BE PLACED ON THE NOVEMBER 2013 BALLOT, “SHALL THE KITTERY TOWN COUNCIL BE AUTHORIZED TO ISSUE AN OPEN SPACE ACQUISITION BOND IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED ONE MILLION DOLLARS TO ACQUIRE RECREATIONAL, CONSERVATION OR OTHER PUBLICLY BENEFICIAL OPEN SPACE AFTER AN ADVERTISED PUBLIC HEARING AND UPON RECEIPT OF RECOMMENDATION BY THE PLANNING BOARD, PARKS COMMISSION, CONSERVATION COMMISSION AND KITTERY OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COMMITTEE, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR PELLETIER FOR DISCUSSION.
	Councilor Thomson indicated that the attempt was to put the community in a position to act promptly to acquire land that could be publicly beneficial and that the current process would require a town referendum vote.  He continued this would enable Council to use its good judgment after a public hearing if an opportunity arose.  Councilor Pelletier stated that he thought this was worthy of discussion but that he liked the process the town had used acquiring Rustlewood Farm.  He continued he was concerned about the amount of money and the process and that he thought the bar should be set high for the town to commit to projects.  Councilor Pelletier noted they possibly could put more money aside into CIP for future projects and that he preferred they take no action and allow for some further discussion.  Councilor Brake stated that he agreed with Councilor Pelletier.  Chairperson Dow indicated he did not think that it was the time for this and hoped that the Council would not take any action that evening.  Councilor Thomson stated he thought it was unfortunate that Council did not want to move forward with this and thought that it could go to a town vote.  Councilor Thomson then withdrew his motion, with all in favor.
11.	DISCUSSION
	a.  Discussion by members of the public (three minutes per person) – 	
	Bob Harris came to the podium and stated relative to the BIG project that as Council had voted it down, he did not think it should be allowed to come up again and should be left alone.
	b.  Chairperson’s response to public –
	Chairperson Dow responded that the project needed to be vetted out more and they would be having another meeting on the BIG project.
12.	UNFINISHED BUSINESS –  None
13.	NEW BUSINESS
 	a.  Donations/gifts received for Council disposition – None
	b.  (090113-2)  The Kittery Town Council moves to appoint a representative to meet with the Chair of the Conservation Commission to interview Dean Bensley for his re-appointment to that board, as an associate member until 5/31/16.
	COUNCILOR THOMSON MOVED TO SUSPEND COUNCIL RULES AND REAPPOINT DEAN BENSLEY TO THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION FOR A TERM ENDING 5/31/16, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR BRAKE.
	A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN WITH ALL IN FAVOR.  MOTION PASSES 5/0.
	c.  (090113-3)  The Kittery Town Council moves to approve the disbursement warrants.
	COUNCILOR THOMSON MOVED TO APPROVE THE DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR PELLETIER.
	A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN WITH ALL IN FAVOR.  MOTION PASSES 5/0.
	d.  (090113-4)  The Kittery Town Council moves to appoint a representative to meet with the Chair of the Conservation Commission to interview Annie Borden, for her re-appointment to that board, moving from a full to an associate member until 5/31/14.
COUNCILOR THOMSON MOVED TO SUSPEND COUNCIL RULES AND RE-APPOINT ANNIE BORDEN TO THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION AS AN ASSOCIATE MEMBER UNTIL 5/31/14, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR PELLETIER.
A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN WITH ALL IN FAVOR.  MOTION PASSES 5/0.
e.  (090113-5)  The Kittery Town Council moves to appoint a representative to meet with the Chair of the Conservation Commission to interview Sandra McDonough for her appointment to that board as a full member until 5/31/16.
COUNCILOR DENNETT MOVED TO APPOINT COUNCILOR THOMSON TO MEET WITH THE CHAIR OF THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION TO INTERVIEW SANDRA MCDONOUGH FOR HER APPOINTMENT TO THAT BOARD AS A FULL MEMBER UNTIL 5/31/16, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR PELLETIER.
A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN WITH ALL IN FAVOR.  MOTION PASSES 5/0.
f.  (090113-6)  The Kittery Town Council moves to appoint a representative to meet with the Chair of the Port Authority to interview Steve Lawrence, for his re-appointment to that board until August 31, 2018.	
	COUNCILOR DENNETT MOVED TO SUSPEND COUNCIL RULES AND REAPPOINT STEVE LAWRENCE TO THE KITTERY PORT AUTHORITY FOR A TERM ENDING 8/31/18, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR BRAKE.
	 A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN WITH ALL IN FAVOR.  MOTION PASSES 5/0.
14.	COUNCILOR ISSUES OR COMMENT
	Councilor Dennett listed the parcels of land in the town that are tax exempt.  He continued the town already owned a lot of properties and they did not need the open space bond.
	Councilor Thomson stated relative to Lynch Lane becoming a public way, that the residents were wondering where they stood.
	Councilor Thomson noted that the intersection of State and Walker Roads had lots of growth and asked that a better effort be made to keep the property up as traffic had increased since the bridge opened.  He made the same request for the municipal lot in Wallingford Square.
15.	COMMITTEE AND OTHER REPORTS
	a.  Communications from the Chairperson –
	Chairperson Dow stated that Council had held many executive sessions relative to the town manager search and that they were moving forward with the process but wanted to make sure that they got it right.	
	b.  Town Manager’s Report –
	Town Manager Place thanked everyone who came out for Kathy Pridham’s open house for her retirement.
	c.  Committee Reports – 
	Councilor Pelletier stated that WIAC had met the previous meeting and they had put together a draft agreement and would be meeting with WILSSA that weekend.
16.  	EXECUTIVE SESSION – None
17.	ADJOURNMENT
	COUNCILOR PELLETIER MOVED TO ADJOURN, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR THOMSON WITH ALL IN FAVOR.  MEETING ADJOURNED AT 7:57 P.M.
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