APPROVED MINUTES
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September 23, 2013									       Council Chamber
1. Call to Order:   Vice-Chair Pelletier called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

2. Introductory:  Vice-Chair Pelletier read the introductory.

3. Pledge of Allegiance:  Vice-Chair Pelletier led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.

4. Roll Call:  Answering the roll were Councilors Dennett, Thomson, Spiller, Brake and Vice-Chair Pelletier.  Chairperson Dow was on a conference call for the Executive Session only.  Also present was Maryann Place, Acting Town Manager.

6. Executive Session
COUNCILOR THOMSON MOVED TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 6:03 PM, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR SPILLER, TO DISCUSS A PERSONNEL MATTER, IN ACCORDANCE WITH M.R.S. 1,
§405 (6) (A) (1).  ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN.  MOTION PASSED.  5-0.

COUNCILOR THOMSON MOVED TO COME OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 6:55 PM, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR SPILLER.  ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN.  MOTION PASSED 4-0.
(Councilor Brake was not available at the time the roll was taken)

Vice-Chair Pelletier called the meeting back to order at 7:00 p.m.  Councilor Guy was in attendance at this time.

Vice-Chair Pelletier re-convened the regular meeting, taking up item 5, Agenda Amendment and Adoption and asked if anyone had any amendments to the agenda.  Hearing none, he indicated that he had one item, to add 6a, “The Kittery Town Council moves to excuse Leo Guy for absences from the August 12th, August 26th and September 9th Council Meetings.”

6-a:
The Kittery Town Council moves to excuse Councilor Guy for absences from the August 12th, August 26th and September 9th Council Meetings.

VICE-CHAIR PELLETIER MOVED THE ITEM, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR SPILLER.  ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN, EXCLUDING COUNCILOR GUY AND MOTION PASSED 5-0.

7.  Acceptance of Previous Minutes:  

Vice-Chair Pelletier said they have the minutes of November 14, 2012, September 9, 2013, September 4th and September 16th, 2013 before them.

Beginning with the November 14th, 2012 minutes, Vice-Chair Pelletier asked if there were any corrections and Councilor Dennett noted a few, but said the Payroll Committee is missing and someone signs for the payroll.  Town Manager Place thought it was Leo Guy, but Councilor Guy said he has not done that for quite some time.  Councilor Dennett said they should hold off final approval until they know who is on the Payroll Committee.  Vice-Chair Pelletier said they will set aside the November 14th minutes.
Vice-Chair Pelletier asked if there were any corrections to the September 9, 2013 minutes.  Councilor Dennett had a few corrections.  Vice-Chair Pelletier declared the minutes accepted as amended.

Vice-Chair Pelletier asked if there were any corrections to the minutes of September 4, 2013.
Hearing none, he declared them accepted as presented.

Vice-Chair Pelletier asked if there were any corrections to the minutes of September 16, 2013.  Hearing none, he declared them accepted as presented.

As a point of order, Vice-Chair Pelletier stated that he needed a motion to approve all minutes except the minutes of November 14, 2012.

COUNCILOR SPILLER MOVED THAT COUNCIL APPROVE  THE MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 9TH AS AMENDED, AND SEPTEMBER 4TH AND SEPTEMBER 16TH, 2013 AS PRESENTED, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR BRAKE.  ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN. MOTION PASSED 6-0.

Vice-Chair Pelletier said they had no interviews, or items involving the town attorney or other requested officials and that they did not have any public hearings this evening.

11.  DISCUSSION 

a) By members of the public:

Vice-Chair asked if any members of the public wished to speak, but to limit their discussion to three minutes.

Tim Stone came to the podium and said he is a member of the Piscataqua Sailing Association, and that he has been following the discussions regarding the BIG project.  He said he was at the September 9th meeting and would have loved to address Council September 18th.  He said Council has heard from people who use the dock, maybe fishermen, who live in the town, but he uses the dock for recreational purposes only.

Mr. Stone said that Kittery has a beautiful harbor, and it is the ambassador of this town.  He said it is welcoming and has facilities, and Kittery Point is accessible from the ocean.  He said one thing lacking is dock space.  He said he has had difficulty when he has to drop off or pick up passengers, and the east dock, the one they are talking about, has very little draft for him when he has his sailboat.

Mr. Stone said that the dock has no ADA ramp accessibility and there is no sewer pump station for boaters.  He said Kittery has a harbor that could be something fantastic.

Mr. Stone said that he heard some derogatory statements about transients, which includes him.  He said a transient is someone who only stays for a brief time, and sometimes, when he needs power, he comes to Kittery.  He supports this project because, like many others, he can’t afford Prescott Park or Wentworth, or the Badgers Island Marina.

Mr. Stone said he understood from that meeting there were some issues with management, but Kittery has a Harbor Master, an Assistant Harbor Master and Port Authority and he urged Council to have faith in these people to improve what’s broken and don’t turn down what is an asset to the town.  He said the sewer pump station is critical and if Council does not vote to proceed with this project, we all lose.  He said money is available and they will have a facility that will be with the town for decades to come.
b) Chairperson’s response to public comments:

Vice-Chair closed the public comment portion and thanked Mr. Stone for his comments.  He said Council has heard from residents, but not from a recreational boater, and that this will be before Council again.

12.	  UNFINISHED BUSINESS – NONE

13.  NEW BUSINESS

a.    Donations/gifts received for Council disposition – none

b. (0905013-1)  The Kittery Town Council moves to approve the disbursement warrants.  Vice-Chair Pelletier said they have three warrants before them, Town Accounts Payable, a Sewer and a School Payable, for a total of $328,952.67.

COUNCILOR SPILLER MOVED TO APPROVE THE DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR THOMSON.  ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN.  MOTION PASSED 6-0.

c. (090513-2)  The Kittery Town Council moves to authorize the First Christian Church of Kittery Point to post signs from September 21st through October 11, 2013 within town to advertise for a presentation at the Kittery Community Center on October 9th and 11th, 2013.  The signs would be placed at the following locations:  Memorial Circle, Lewis Square, John Paul Jones Park and the First Christian Church of Kittery Point and will be taken down the morning of October 12th.

COUNCILOR DENNETT MOVED THIS ITEM WITH THE PROVISION THAT THE WORDING READ FROM SEPTEMBER 21ST THROUGH OCTOBER 11TH, INCLUSIVE, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR
THOMSON.  ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN.  MOTION PASSED 6-0.

14.  COUNCILOR ISSUES OR COMMENT

Councilor Brake said that in the Portsmouth Herald there was a comment made by someone from the Kittery Citizens Committee alleging he broke the Town Charter and asked if one of the committee members could contact him as he would like to know what section of the Charter he broke.

Councilor Thomson said he had a few items he wanted to bring up.  He said Council had received a letter in their packet from a resident who was concerned with the condition of the property on Manson Avenue and he wanted to know was the response from the Code Enforcement Officer to Council dated September 18th conveyed to the writer of the letter.  Town Manager Place responded yes.

Councilor Thomson said he had brought up Love Lane and the intersection of Old Post Road and the bridge previously and asked if the Manager had anything to report.  Town Manager Place replied no, but she had brought this to their attention at the Staff Meeting.

Councilor Thomson asked if the Manager had anything to report on the clean-up on Route 1 by the Wentworth Dennett School and the weeds by the Foreside Municipal Parking Lot.  Town Manager Place answered she had given the information to Norm Albert last week.

Councilor Thomson said that the contractor who removed the debris from the intersection of Walker and State unfortunately damaged the new sidewalk with one of the trucks.  He said you can see the tire tracks and the contractor is responsible to fix that.
Councilor Thomson mentioned that the park on the corner, the property involved in litigation, which was developed by an individual who is no longer there, is running amuck.  He reported there is a gas grill there and furniture and he does not know who owns it, but it is causing a problem when someone is turning right, because these things are moving out beyond the brush and you can’t see who is coming.

Town Manager Place responded that was back when Jon Carter was here, and Judy Kiehl wanted to create the park.  She said she wasn’t sure if she had moved out of town.  Councilor Thomson said he saw her one day over the summer.  Town Manager Place said she was not sure if it was owned by the town, but she would find out.

Councilor Dennett thought he had nothing to add, so he said he would pass.

15.  COMMITTEE AND OTHER REPORTS:

c) Town Manager’s report

Town Manager Place said she was switching hats to Town Clerk again and announced that the deadline has passed for the nomination papers to be returned.  For Town Council, she has received papers from Gary Beers, William Pierce, Charles H. Denault, Jr., George Dow and Bob Harris and for the School Committee, Gavin Barbour, Kimberly Bedard and Julie Dow.  She said they are still checking the signatures for Gavin Barbour and Charles Denault.

Vice-Chair Pelletier said there are two seats available on the Town Council.  Ms. Place affirmed that, and that there are three seats on the School Committee.

d) Committee Reports

Councilor Thomson wanted to report that the Kittery Community Center Committee are in the final stages of their 20/20 Vision Plan and will be coming to a Council meeting in November.

16.  EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Vice-Chair Pelletier said they already held an Executive Session and asked for a motion to adjourn.

17.  ADJOURNMENT:

COUNCILOR SPILLER MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 7:28 P.M., SECONDED BY COUNCILOR THOMSON.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR BY A VOICE VOTE.  MOTION PASSED.
MEETING ADJOURNED.
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