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Report to Town Council — Revised August 4, 2011

To:  Town Council and Jon Carter, Town Manager
From: Town Planning Board via Gerry Mylroie, AICP, Town Planner/ Director of
Planning and Development
Date: August 3, 2011
Re:  Development Quality Improvement Amendments to Town Code Title 16
Joint Town Council and Town Planning Board Workshop - August 8, 2011, 6pm

Executive Summary / Issue

Will the Town Council approve Planning Board proposals for Comprehensive Plan and
Town Code Title 16 amendments to improve the development quality of the Kittery
Foreside, Coastal Route 1 Kittery Shopping area and other business districts by enabling
the:

1. Use of outdoor café and public seating within the street front right of way and
front and side yard setbacks and a parking credit.

2. Improvement of the Coastal Route 1 streetscape with outdoor cafes, wider
sidewalks, street trees and landscaping by enabling modification of the easterly
Commercial 1 Zone boundary only between Spruce Creek and Chickering Creek
on the eastside of Route 1. (see sketch plans)

3. Creation of public access, park, deck and dock at the four corners of Spruce Creek
and Route 1. (see sketch drawing)

4. Construction of a hotel and other retail uses up to 60 feet in total height (e.g. 5
stories with 12” per floor; maximum reach of new fire track) with New England
style architecture consistent with the current adopted Design Handbook only on
the west side of Route I between the Route 1 by-pass/I-95 off ramp on the south
to Haley Road on the north, and on the east side of Route 1 between Spruce Creek
and Chickering Creek.

Background

Kittery has the opportunity to improve the Kittery Foreside, Coastal Route 1 and other
Business Districts by making them better for the citizens, the environment and better for
business.

Afier the requisite public hearings, the Planning Board wants to discuss opportunities and
possible plan and town code amendments with the Town Council.

Proposals in the context of other Quality Improvement Plan improvements including:
Business Self Assessment District enabling legislation.

Trolley service

Increased pedestrian safety, connectivity, crosswalks.

Fewer vehicular trips and movements.

Reduced auto emissions; reduced temperature change impacts.

Better environment for citizens and visitors.



Protected, vet more accessible and appreciated environment.
Low impact development benefits.

Improved public transportation access.

Increased employment opportunities for local residents.
Increased property values and municipal revenues.
Increased sales and state sales and income revenues.

Implications

Significant Town development quality improvement.
Should be no neighborhood impact.

Improved environment.

Improved property value.

Aection

Feed back to Planning Board on proposals including amendments contained the Town
Planning and Development document titled, “Title 16 Development Quality
Improvements Revision date August 3, 2011.”
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