KITTERY TOWN COUNCIL

APPROVED MINUTES JULY 12, 2010





                   
 Kittery Town Council                       
     
           
                 
July 12, 2010








      Council Chambers
1.
Call to OrdER
Chairperson Spiller called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.

2.
Introductory

Chairperson Spiller read the introductory.

3.
Pledge of Allegiance 


Chairperson Spiller led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.

4.
Roll Call

Answering the roll were Chairperson Judith Spiller, Vice Chair George Dow, Councilors Gary Beers, Frank Dennett, Jeffrey Pelletier and Jeffery Brake.  Also present were Town Manager Jonathan Carter, Town Clerk Maryann Place, Recorder Ashley Rodier, members of the press and others.

5.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

The Kittery Town Council moves to go into executive session to consider an application for a hardship abatement due to poverty or infirmity, in accordance with 36 M.R.S. §841 (2). 


COUNCILOR BEERS MOVED TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR DOW.


A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN WITH ALL IN FAVOR.  MOTION PASSES 6/0.  EXECUTIVE SESSION OPENED AT 6:02 P.M.

COUNCILOR DOW MOVED TO COME OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR BRAKE.


A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN WITH COUNCILOR BEERS ABSTAINED.  MOTION PASSES 5/0/1.  EXECUTIVE SESSION CLOSED AT 6:47 P.M.


COUNCILOR DOW MOVED AN ABATEMENT FOR TAXES IN AN AMOUNT OF $540.20 FOR TAX YEARS 2008, 2007 & 2006, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR PELLETIER.


A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN WITH COUNCILOR BRAKE AND COUNCILOR DENNETT OPPOSED AND COUNCILOR BEERS ABSTAINED.  MOTION FAILS 3/2/1.
6.
Acceptance of Minutes

The minutes of May 26, 2010 and June 28, 2010 were accepted as amended.

7.
The Kittery Town Council moves to receive a presentation from the Open Space Committee on the Open Space Annual Report.

Craig Wilson came to the podium.  Mr. Wilson stated that the Open Space Committee was formed by Council in April of 2005 and was an advisory committee to the town manager.  He continued that they had spent the first couple of years developing an open space plan and working on the duties and responsibilities as well as marketing.  He noted that their most important achievement to date was having the voters approve the open space warrant which allows Council to grant easements and enter into agreements with other parties relative to town land.  Mr. Wilson then gave a brief summary of some of the projects in town the Open Space Committee had worked on.  Chairperson Spiller thanked Mr. Wilson for his presentation.
8.
The Kittery Town Council moves to receive a presentation and discuss with the Kittery Land and Open Space Committee on granting a maintenance easement to the gravel pit/Langton parcel off Martin Road.


Karen Young of the Kittery Land Trust came to the podium.  She stated that the Kittery Land Trust managed over 400 acres of land in Kittery.  Ms. Young noted that they were currently looking into possibly having the Town grant the KLT a conservation easement over the gravel pit that abuts Remick Preserve to facilitate public access through the area and to enhance the habitat.  She noted that the property would need to be surveyed which she estimated would cost between $4000-$6000 and that there were a number of abutters that would need to be involved.  Ms. Young noted that she was there to gain Council’s sense on the matter to determine whether a proposal should be drafted.  Councilor Dennett stated that he had no problem with the concept but that he did not want the project to cost the town a lot of money as it was costing them nothing to keep the land in the state that it is currently in.  Chairperson Spiller said that she would be interested in seeing the proposal.  Mr. Wilson stated that the Open Space Committee had approached the KLT with this project and that the Open Space Committee strongly urged Council to look further into the matter.  He continued that the Open Space Committee currently had a fund set up with $50,000.00 in it.  Ken Fellows, a board member of the KLT came to the podium.  He stated that there were currently no details on the amount of money this project would cost he did not think there were talking big numbers and he hoped the town and the KLT would share the expenses.  Councilor Beers asked Town Manager Carter what the status of the Open Space fund was.  Town Manager Carter responded that there was a pending appropriation of $41,000.00 which would leave about $9000.00 in the fund.  Councilor Beers stated that he strongly endorsed the concept and would welcome a proposal.  Chairperson Spiller noted it was the sense of Council to have the KLT move forward with the proposal.  

9.
Interviews for the Board of Appeals and Planning Board



There were none.

 10.
PUBLIC HEARINGS



There were none


   11.
DISCUSSION

a.  Discussion by members of the public (three minutes per person) 

b.  Chairperson’s response to public comments

 12.   
UNFINISHED BUSINESS



There was none.


 13.  
NEW BUSINESS



a. (070110-1) The Kittery Town Council moves to approve the disbursement warrants.



Chairperson Spiller read the town and school warrants. Councilor Dennett indicated the town warrants were in appropriate format for signature.  Councilor Dow indicated the school warrants were in appropriate format for signature.


COUNCILOR DOW MOVED THAT THE KITTERY TOWN COUNCIL APPROVE THE DISBURSEMENT WARRANTS, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR BRAKE.


A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN WITH ALL IN FAVOR.  MOTION PASSES 6/0.
b. (070110-2) The Kittery Town Council moves to schedule a public hearing on revisions to Title 8, Chapters 1 & 2, Solid Waste Disposal and Flow Control.

COUNCILOR BEERS MOVED TO SCHEDULE A PUBLIC HEARING ON REVISIONS TO TITLE 8, CHAPTERS 1 & 2, SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL AND FLOW CONTROL FOR JULY 26, 2010, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR BRAKE.

A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN WITH ALL IN FAVOR.  MOTION PASSES 6/0.
c. (070110-3) The Kittery Town Council moves to appoint Maryann Place as Acting Town Manager from August 16–28, 2010, during the Town Manager’s absence.

COUNCILOR DOW MOVED THAT THE KITTERY TOWN COUNCIL APPROINT MARYANN PLACE AS ACTNG TOWN MANAGER FROM AUGUST 16-18, 2010, DURING THE TOWN MANAGER’S ABSENCE, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR BRAKE.

A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN WITH ALL IN FAVOR.  MOTION PASSES 6/0.
d. (070110-4) The Kittery Town Council moves to schedule a date for a public hearing to amend Chapter 10.12 Section 10.12.010 (P) of the town code for parking at the Wallingford Square parking lot.

COUNCILOR BEERS MOVED TO SCHEDULE A PUBLIC HEARING TO AMEND CHAPTER 10.12 SECTION 10.12.010 (P) OF THE TOWN CODE FOR PARKING AT THE WALLINGFORD SQUARE PARKING LOT FOR JULY 26, 2010, SECONDED BY COUNCILOR DOW.

A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN WITH ALL IN FAVOR.  MOTION PASSES 6/0.
e. other

14.  
COMMITTEE AND OTHER REPORTS

a.  Communications from the Chairperson 
Chairperson Spiller wanted to thank Mr. Gagner and the Weathervane for hosting the recent event with Congresswoman Pingree relative to the bridges.

b.  Town Manager’s Report 
Town Manager Carter stated that there had been a ceremony at the Shipyard to celebrate the construction of the Recruiting Battalion Headquarters for the Army.  

Town Manager Carter stated that FEMA was looking into the recent flood mapping in the state and that many communities were concerned about flood insurance.  He continued that Kittery only had 3 parcels in danger and that 2 had already appealed.  Town Manager Carter indicated that the town planner was going to keep him abreast of the situation and that FEMA was moving quickly to make amends.

Town Manager Carter indicated that the bids for the school department and DPW projects were going to be opened the following morning.  He continued that Kittery had been given a good rating by both Moody’s and the Standard and Poor’s.

Town Manager Carter noted relative to the bridges that Congresswoman Pingree had attended an event the past Friday for business and property owners to have an open discussion.  He continued that Congresswoman Pingree heard from the community on the importance of keeping the bridges open and that she left with a good understanding of what the bridges meant and that she had extended her support.  He noted that there was a stakeholder’s meeting scheduled for July 16th and they would be reporting which options had been eliminated.

Town Manager Carter indicated that the town had closed out the financial year and that Council had recently amended the town charter to allow for a 13th month.  He noted that they were seeing a strong year revenue wise and it was beyond projections.  

c.  Committee Reports 


Chairperson Spiller indicated that the Wood Island Committee had drafted a cooperative agreement with Island Ventures, LLC and would be showing them the contract in the near future.  She continued if they accepted the agreement it would then be brought to Council and would also have to be approved by the US Department of Interior.

15.  
ADJOURNMENT



Councilor Brake moved to adjourn, seconded by Councilor Dow with all in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 7:38 P.M.
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